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DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACY AND
CHEMISTRY.

Edited by FRED I. LACKENBACH.

Since publication of New and Nonofficial Reme-
dies, 1915, and in addition to those previously re-
ported, the following articles have been accepted
by the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the
American Medical Association for inclusion with
"New and Nonofficial Remedies":
Cholera Serobacterin, Mulford (Sensitized Cholera

Vaccine).-Marketed in packages of three syringes.
H. K. Mulford Co., Philadelphia.
Meningo-Serobacterin, Mulford (Sensitized Men-

ingococcus Vaccine).-Marketed in packages of
three syringes. H. K. Mulford Co., Philadelphia.
Typho-Serobacterin Mixed, Mulford (Sensitized

Typhoid Vaccine).-Packages of three syringes
containing graduated mixtures of killed sensitized
bacillus typhosus, killed sensitized bacillus para-
typ'hosus A, and killed sensitized bacillus para-
typhosus B. H. K. Mulford Co., Philadelphia, Pa.
(Jour. A. M. A., Mar. 13, 1915, p. 909).

Notes of Interest.
The Franco-American Ferment Co.-Lactobacil-

line preparations:
The Lactobacilline preparations now being ad-

vertised direct to the public the Council has voted
that their acceptance be rescinded and that these
products be omitted from New and Nonofficial
Remedies. A report explaining this action has been
authorized for publication.

Liquid Paraffin (Liquid Petrolatum).-W. A.
Bastedo reports the results of a clinical investiga-
tion made under the auspices of the Therapeutic
Research Committee of the Council on Pharmacy
and Chemistry to determine the relative efficiency
of the different preparations on the market. Three
specimens were sent out: a heavy Russian liquid
petrolatum, a light Russian liquid petrolatum and
an American liquid petrolatum-being distinguished
only by number of letter. From extended trials
in hospitals it is apparent that all acted alike. Only
slight differences as to palatability were noted by
some (Jour. A. M. A., March 6, 1915, p. 808).
Strychnine and Caffein as Cardiovascular Stimu-

lants.-±. H. Newburgh has studied the effects of
strychnine and caffein in acute infectious diseases.
He finds that strychnine sulphate in medicinal
doses does not increase the output from the heart,
slow the pulse or materially raise the blood pres-
sure. He concludes that there is no logical basis
for its use as a cardio-vascular stimulant. Fur-
ther, he finds that caffein sodio-salicylate, in ordi-
nary dosage, does not raise the blood pressure
or slow the pulse. His experiments did not de-
termine if caffein increased the blood flow (Arch.
Int. Med., Mar. 15, 1915, p. 458).
Sanmetto.-The Council on Pharmacy and Chem-

istry finds that Sanmetto is a secret nostrum the
exploitation of which is an invitation to haphaz-
ard, uncritical therapy and a menace to public
health. It is claimed that "Sanmetto is a blending
of true santal and saw palmetto with soothing
demulcents in a pleasant aromatic vehicle," but
neither the identity of the "demulcents" nor the
quantities of the other ingredients are given. The
recommendations for the use of Sanmetto are un-
warranted, absurd and vicious. The advertising
claims are likely to induce some physicians to
belittle the importance of diseases of the sexual
organs and to be content with the prescribing of

Sanmetto to the detriment of the patient and the
danger of the community (Jour. A. M. A., Mar.
13, 1915, p. 926).

Colchi-Sal.-Colchi-Sal is sold by E. Fougera
and Co., Inc., in capsules stated to contain the
"active principle" of cannabis indica, colchicin,
methyl salicylate and "appropriate aromatic ad-
juvants." It is recommended in "Gouty and
Chronic Rheumatic Manifestations," "acute cases of
Gout," "intestinal autointoxication of dyspepsia,"
"bilious headaches," etc. The Council on Phar-
macy and Chemistry found Colchi-Sal ineligible for
New and Nonofficial Remedies because the indefi-
nite character of the "active principle" of cannabis
indica made its composition secret, because it was
advertised indirectly to the laity, because unwar-
ranted therapeutic claims were made for it, be-
cause the name does not indicate the habit-form-
ing cannabis indica and because the composition
was held unscientific (Jour. A. M. A., March 20,
1915, p. 1016).
Waterbury's Compound.-Four years ago the

Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry reported un-
favorably on "Waterbury's Cod Liver Oil Com-
pound." Having been requested to consider again
the product, now known as "Waterbury's Com-
pound," the Council found that there was no evi-
dence that it is a substitute for cod liver oil. It
held that Waterbury's Compound is advertised
with misleading claims and therefore voted that no
further consideration be given to it (Jour. A. M.
A., Mar. 20, 1915, p. 1016).
Neurilla.-To show how a practically worthless

mixture may be exploited by means of ill-consid-
ered testimonials, the Council on Pharmacy and
Chemistry publishes a report on Neurilla, appar-
ently the sole output of the Dad Chemical Com-
pany. Neurilla, according to the manufacturer's
claims, depends for whatever virtues it has on
two generally discarded drugs, skullcap and pas-
sion flower, present in unstated amounts, "aro-
matics" and 20.3 per cent. alcohol. It is adver-
tised as a "nerve tonic" and is said to be "A Valu-
able Aid in the Treatment of Fevers, Colds, La
Grippe, etc." Inquiries sent to some of the phy-
sicians whose testimonials were used to promote
Neurilla brought replies indicating these testi-
monials to have been given thoughtlessly and on
insufficient experience. In most cases the writers
stated that they had abandoned the use of Neurilla
long ago (Jour. A. M. A., Mar. 27, 1915, p. 1093).

TUBERCULOSIS EXHIBIT AT EXPOSITION.
The California Association for the Study and

Prevention of Tuberculosis has an interesting ex-
hibit in the Educational Building at the San Fran-
cisco Exposition which all Californians interested
in public health should not fail to visit.
The main feature of the exhibit is a large glass

map which shows the deathrate from tuberculosis
in the different counties and the number of beds
provided in institutions for sufferers with the dis-
ease. This map is in art glass, arranged with
flashes so that any one entering the booth, from
any county, can see instantly the problem in their
own vicinity.
There are a great many interesting charts -deal-

ing with the different phases of the problem, and
there will also be some X-ray plates.
The object of the exhibit is, of course, educa-

tional; but one of the main reasons for having the
exhibit is to show visitors that California has its
own problem to handle, and to let them see the
lack of hospital care that can be given, and to urge
that they keep patients, particularly indigents, in
their own States. Thirty per cent. of the deaths
from tuberculosis last year in California were
among native born.
The exhibit is also intended to create sentiment

for Federal legislation. It will be possible to ask
for Federal legislation if the subsidy bill, paying


